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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 

Meeting Minutes – July 22, 2016 

 

In attendance  

Donna Donahue, Selectboard member; Gary Baker, committee member; Beth Dow and Chris English, 

Town staff 

 

Chris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Approve Meeting Minutes of July 8, 2016.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the July 8th 

meeting as presented.  Donna seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Evaluate Vending Ordinance as Potential Framework for Addressing Commercial Activity on 

Downtown Sidewalks.  Having set aside at its last meeting the idea of trying to develop a new 

ordinance to regulate the use of public spaces as a means to address public art displays, the 

Committee began its examination of the Town’s existing Vending Ordinance.  In its deliberation, the 

Committee returned to the Selectboard’s original impetus for wanting to address the matter: a desire 

to maintain existing, reasonable limits on commercial activity on downtown sidewalks, while not 

unintentionally prohibiting protected speech and acts of artistic expression that are not tied to a 

specific commercial objective.   

 

Following a lengthy discussion about the Vending Ordinance, the Committee agreed to focus on two 

interrelated revisions that it believes are a good starting point for addressing the Selectboard’s 

concerns: 

 

1.  Broadening the focus of the ordinance to prohibit all commercial activity on public property 

anywhere within the geographic boundaries of the Town, including but not limited to street vending, 

peddling, soliciting and creating displays (to be defined). 

 

2.  Adding to Section 5 – “Exemptions,” those activities and events that have been approved and 

permitted under the Town’s Public Assemblage Ordinance. 

 

The Committee will continue its investigation into potential modifications to the Vending Ordinance 

at its next meeting. 

 

Next Meeting.  The next meeting of the Policy Review Committee will be on Friday, July 29th @  

8:00 a.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m. 
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Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


